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Cristian Cottino, Sales and Marketing Director for Vitrex, says the  
large-scale contract was secured by Vitrex through their agents in 
Botswana, Mercurio Trade C.C.

“Because the Vitraflex modular cloakroom components were to be 
installed in Botswana’s national mental hospital, Vitrex had to consider 
several design details. In the first place, all colours had to produce a 
soothing, calming effect. No bright or vivid colours could be used due to 
the mental health of some of the patients and the possible negative effect 
this could have on them. A special new colour, ‘Light Blue Green’, was 
formulated by Vitrex to meet Pinagare Architects’ requirements. The idea 
for this colour was taken from preliminary work done by Vitrex for cladding 
panels to several hospital theatre rooms in Italy.” 

“Secondly, no components that could be loosened or removed could be 
used. No screws were allowed on the cubicles and all ironmongery had to 
be secured with one-way, anti-theft screws, which fortunately is a standard 
feature on all Vitraflex installations. On the vanity tops, all fixings had  
to be concealed.”

“The position of hat and coat hooks also had to be lower than standard 
to prevent possible suicide attempts by the patients. Finally, hygiene and 

ease of cleaning were of critical importance because of the type of patients 
that would be using the cloakrooms. In this respect, the Vitraflex surface 
provided several major advantages,” Cottino stated.

Recent authoritative European studies of the bacteriological properties of 
nine different materials concluded that vitreous enamelled steel provides 
maximum anti-bacterial protection. 

Cottino says that amongst the other material surfaces tested were 
stainless steel, raw aluminium, painted iron, ABS polymer and PTFE.  
The tests were carried out in Italy by the Istituti Ospedalieri di Modena  
on behalf of the Centro Italiano Smalti Porcellanati, the Italian Vitreous 
Enamel Association.

The results of the tests showed that, on all the surfaces, the bacterial level 
underwent a fall, which became apparent at 24 hours. However, the greatest 
drop – and the only instance in which the drop reached or exceeded 50% 
or more of the initial bacterial level - occurred on vitreous enamelled steel. 
The greatest inhibition of micro-bacterial growth was also found on porcelain 
steel, which also showed the best decontamination qualities, no matter how 
infected or chemically washed. 

“Finally, the studies also dealt with mould flora often found in refrigerators 
and which is difficult to eliminate once it becomes established. In this case, 
vitreous enamelled steel was the only one of the nine materials to show 
maximum resistance,” Cottino added.

Mercurio Trade also supplied close on 500 pin boards and white writing 
boards from the Vitrex System 2000 product range on this contract.  
The properties of the vitreous enamel steel writing surface make it an 
obvious choice to meet not only the hygiene but also the other strict 
standards of the new hospital. 

The Lobatse Mental Hospital is owned and operated by the Government 
of the Republic of Botswana. The Main Contractor for the erection of the 
hospital, completed last year, was China Civil Engineering Corporation 
(Botswana).
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Mental 
hospital order 

called for specific 
design details

Vitrex has supplied 280 vitreous enamelled steel toilet cubicles and 

130 vanity tops for Botswana’s new Lobatse Mental Hospital in an 

unusual order that involved some very specific design parameters.

Recent authoritative European studies of the 

bacteriological properties of nine different materials 

concluded that vitreous enamelled 

steel provides maximum anti-bacterial protection.


